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First presented in 1988, the Outstanding Young Alumna/us is presented to an alumna/us who has 
graduated from Eastern within the last five years and who has excelled in a new career and/or public 
service. This year's recipient is Karla Porch. A captain in the United States Army, Porch was named 
a company commander in the 327th Signal Battalion in July of this year. The Bronze Star recipient 
has been deployed to numerous posts around the world including service in Germany , Israel , 
Poland , Saudi Arabia and Iraq . She is currently stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C., and preparing her 
company of 144 soldiers to deploy to Iraq in support of the ongoing war on terrorism. Porch received 
a degree in physical education from Eastern in 1999. 
